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author himself, "God cares nothing for the badge on the forehead, whether 
there be engraved Unitarian or Baptist, Orthodox, Episcopalian, Methodist, 
Universalist or Koman Catholic, but he asks for the badge on the heart." 

John Geeenleaf WmiTtEK. By Samuel T. Pickard. In two volumes. Bos- 
ton and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., the University Kiverside 
Press, Cambridge. 1894. 

This work is done in the best style of the celebrated publishers, whose 
impress it bears. The long, active life of John G. Whittier, as poet, politician 
and abolitionist, is faithfully and lovingly portrayed by Mr. Pickard. The 
author has his subject well in hand, and the work will maintain its deserved 
place among the biographies of the country. It is full of information regard- 
ing the politics of the country, and regarding men and things. Whittier's 
opposition to slavery arose from the deep persuasion of the faith to which he 
belonged. He regarded the holding of slaves as a sin, for which in some 
measure all were responsible while the Union continued. When, therefore, 
South Carolina seceded, Whittier was opposed to coercion. In every aspect 
of the case in which the matter can be viewed, the war was a plain war of 
conquest. As the work of Mr. Pickard shows, no two independent nations 
were ever more foreign in feeling, in institutions, in thought, than the North 
and the South. No country of Europe ever brought into the field larger 
armies or possessed a territory more a unit in interests than the South; not 
only the theory of the Union which was formed on consent was opposed to the 
war, but reason and nature. And they opposed the war because a restoration 
affected with slavery was only to confirm the distinctions of the two sections, 
and a restoration without slavery was a conquest. If the last was to be the 
character of the contest, then the country was committed to a continual war- 
fare with all nations whose institutions were impure and immoral from its 
standpoint of conviction. Mr. Pickard writes in good temper and spirit 
throughout, and I cordially recommend his work to general perusal among 
Southern readers. 

Ebminibcbnces op a Poeteait Painter. By George P. A. Healy. Chicago : 

A. C. McClurg & Co. 1894. Price, $1.25. 

This charming little work, all sunshine and nature, like the great painter's 
brightest efforts, relates many pleasant anecdotes of the great with whom he 
was thrown in contact. The details of his own life are told with simplicity 
and truth. The book is adorned with illustrations taken from Mr. Healy's 
own paintings of Lincoln, Grant, Sherman, Lord Ashburton, the Queen of 
Roumania, Pope Pius IX., General Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay, John Qnincy 
Adams, Daniel Webster, Guizot, Thiers, Gambetta, John James Audubon, 
Longfellow, L'Abbe Franz Liszt, and others. The contents are: PartL A 
Sketch of my Life. Part II. My Friends and my Letters — Thomas Couture, 
Crowns and Coronets, American Statesmen, French Statesmen, Men of Letters. 

The Stoby of the Civrt. Wab. By John Oodman Hopes. G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, New York and London, the Knickerbocker Press. 1895. 
Nothing is more notable than the vast improvement which has been made 

in recent years in the study of history. Mr. Eopes's work is one of the best 
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examples of scientific labor. It is written in a remarkable spirit of fairness; 
and while of conrse he justifies the action of the Federal government in pro- 
secuting the war, he makes great allowance for the opinions of Southern men 
in estimating their motives. He is not a hero worshipper, and even makes 
free to criticise some of the appointments of Mr. Lincoln, who has been 
treated in the North as a sort of fetich. He does not believe in calling names. 
At the same time by appealing to the record he makes the best possible case 
for the Union arms. The boaster and fire-eater soon discredits himself, but 
Mr. Kopes is neither a boaster nor fire-eater. It is a work that any person 
would be profited by reading. Mr. Kopes's argument on the relations of the 
States is the old one of Judge Stoiy, which was so conclusively answered by 
Judge A. P. Upshur from the Southern point of view ; but while it would be 
expecting too much of him to concede what would at once condemn the Korth 
before the bar of the world, Mr. Eopes is as reliable, doubtless, in regard to 
facts as any writer South. But does he state the battle between the Merrimac 
and Monitor correctly? "Virginius Newton says that "it is in evidence from 
Federal official sources that the Monitor twice retired from the engagement of 
the day ; the Merrimac retired only when the action was supposed to be con- 
olaieA." —(Southern Historical Society Papers, Vol. XX.) We must wait for 
the millennium for everybody to be of the same opinion, and in the mean- 
time I welcome Mr. Kopes's work as a valuable contribution to the literature 
of the day. The tone of the book will do much good. 

The Nattjeal Law op Monet. By William BrmigJi. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 

New York and London. 1894. 

The question of the currency is a leading question in the politics of the 
day. The author claims that what is needed is free metalism, not free silver 
or free gold. He states that money is a mere implement of exchange, 
and asks, if the people of a section wish silver, why should they not have it ? 
If they wish iron, why not ? The whole system of standard values is false. 
The only use of the mint is to make coins, attest their genuineness, and certify 
to their weight. This is nature, and nature is always right. Let people have 
the right to coin whatever they can dispose of. 

The Capitol op Vikginia and op the Conpedebate States, being a Descrip- 
tive and Historical Catalogue of the Public Square and Buildings, and of 
the Statuary, Paintings and Curios therein. By W. W. Scott and W. Q. 
Stanard. Eichmond : James E. Goode, Printer. 1894. 
The title of the above is so fully descriptive of its contents, and the pub- 
lication itself so highly vouched for as the production of two such eminent 
scholars and antiquaries, that comment seems unnecessary. It is a most handy 
and useful pamphlet, and should be in the hands of every one living in Vir- 
ginia and a great many living out of it. Every citizen ought to be acquainted 
with the history of his capitol, and the pamphlet will be exceedingly conve- 
nient to visitors. I notice one error in running over the pages. The portrait 
of John Tyler, Sr., is not an original, but a copy of the original made by Mrs. 
Alice Williams, a great grandaughter. The original, by James Worrell, of 
Eichmond, was presented by Mrs. Letitia Tyler Semple, together with other 
Tyler portraits, to the College of William and Mary. 



